
Intermediate Grades: 
3rd 
5 rade 

Possible Materials: 
Anthology 
Independent novels/books 
Articles/Passages 

Each day choose one story, article, or passage to read. Then, choose from the possible 
reading and writing activities below: 

Possible Reading Activities: 
1. Choose three questions from the Reading Response Questions list (1 Thinking Within the Text, 1 Thinking 

Beyond the Text, and 1 Thinking About the Text) and respond in writing. 
2. Choose one of the graphic organizers to complete and use that graphic organizer to write a paragraph. 
3. Use your reader's notebook to respond to your reading in any way you choose. 

Possible Writing Activities: 
If you've read a narrative, choose one of the prompts and respond in writing. 

• Think about the story you've just read. Who is telling the story? How would the story change if a 
different character was telling it? Retell the story from a different character's perspective. Be sure to 
use all that you've learned about narrative writing in your story. 

OR 
• Think about the story you've just read and what you've learned about the main character (thoughts, 

feelings, motivations). What would happen if the story continued? Use what you know about the 
character, to extend the story from where it leaves off. Be sure to use all that you've learned about 
narrative writing in your story. 

OR 
• Think about one of the characters you've just read about. What is your opinion about them? Write an 

opinion essay stating your opinion, include reasons and text evidence to support your thinking, and a 
concluding sentence. 

If you've read an informational text, choose one of the prompts and respond in writing. 

• Write an essay explaining what you've learned about your topic. Use evidence from the text to 
support your writing. Be sure to use all that you've learned about informative writing in your essay. 

OR 
• Write an essay explaining how the author organized the information in this text, and how he/she 

helped you to learn about this topic. Be sure to use all that you've learned about informative writing in your 
essay. 

OR 
• Think about the topic you've just read about. What is your opinion about this topic? Write an opinion 

essay stating your opinion, include reasons and text evidence to support your thinking, and a 
concluding sentence. 



Reading Response Questions 

Thinking within the Text 
Summarizing 

o Summarize the important events or episodes from the text in the order that they happened. 
o Summarize ideas and facts from a text and tell how they are related. 
o What was the problem in the story? o How did the characters solve the problem? 
o How did the story end? If applicable, what was the surprise at the end? o What new information 

did you learn about ? o Look at the photograph/drawing on page . What 
did you learn? (Draw attention to captions.) 

o Look at the (glossary, heading). How does it help you? Give an example of a (word from the 
glossary or an idea under that heading). 

o Summarize the important events at intervals during the reading of a longer text. 
o Sequence the actions from a graphic text. 
o What was the big problem in the story? What other problems did the characters encounter? 
o Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their 

actions contribute to the sequence of events. 
o Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the 

central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text. 

Thinking beyond the Text 
Predicting 

o After reading the text, predict what might happen next. What clues from the book or 
personal experience helped you with this prediction? 
Can you think of another book that is similar to this one? 

o How is the (topic, characters, ending) similar to (title of another book)? 
o How is the character the same in this book as in previous books? 
o What connection can you make (personal, text, world)? Explain how they are connected. 

Based on a similar experience that you have had, what connection can you make to the 
character or events? 

Synthesizing 
What new information has been added to what you already knew about the topic? 

o After reading, has the new information changed your thinking about the topic? 
o What did you learn about after reading this book? Tell where you found this 

information. 
o How has your thinking changed after reading? 
o Why are important to us? 
o Explain in your own words. 
o What lesson did the character learn in the story? 
o How are and alike? How are they different? 



Reading Response Questions (continued} 

Inferring 
Look at the dialogue in the text. What does the dialogue tell you about how the 
characters are feeling or thinking? 

o How did the character change from the beginning of the story to the end? Why? 
o What happened to cause the character to feel or act ? 
o How would you feel if happened to you? Would you solve the problem the same 

way the character did? 
o What caused the problem or outcome? 
o What is the big idea/theme of the text? How do they apply to our lives today? 
o If applicable, what information can you gather about (setting, character's traits and feelings, and 

plot) from the illustrations in graphic novels (texts)? 
o Let's discuss the story. Did anyone understand the story differently? What makes you think 

this? 
o What were the major events that led to the problem or the solution? 
o How did the characters feelings towards each other change from to ? Why? 

Thinking about the Text 
Analyzing 

o What did the author do to make the characters or situation interesting? 
o What is the genre of the book? What are the aspects of this genre that you noticed? (fiction, 

nonfiction, realistic stories, traditional literature, fantasy) o What types of illustrations are in the 
book (photographs, drawings, etc.)? 

o What text features did you notice in the book? How did they help you understand the book? o 
Could this story really happen? Why or why not? 

o What descriptive language did the author use? How did it add to your enjoyment or 
understanding of the text? 

o What is the text structure of this book? Why did the author choose this? (description, compare 
and contrast, temporal sequence, cause and effect, problem and solution) 

o What nonfiction text features do you notice? Why did the author choose these features? 
(headings, photograph, caption, pictures, bold, italics, etc.) 

o What writing techniques did the author use? (example: question and answer format) 
o How does the author show what (character) was like even if he/she wasn't in the story most of 

the time? 
o Explain how specific aspects of a text's illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words 

in a story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a character or setting). 
o Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same author 

about the same or similar characters (e.g., in books from a series). 
o Find the part of the story where the writer showed _ 
o What did the writer want you to learn from this book? 
o How is your point of view different or the same as the narrator or characters in the text? 



Reading Response Questions (continued) 

Critiquing 

o What did you like/dislike about this (book, beginning, characters, ending)? 
o What did you think about (book, beginning, characters, ending)? Why? 
o What was the most important part of the story? Why? 
o What do you think ( character) was thinking? Why? 
o How does the author help you learn about ? 
o Do you agree or disagree with ? Why or why not? 
o Do the pictures or graphics add to your understanding of the book? How or why not? 
o How could the characters have behaved differently? 
o What did the author do to make this topic/book interesting, funny, or exciting to read about? 

Why? 
o Is this a realistic portrayal of what could happen in this situation or time period? Why or why 

not? (i.e. historical fiction) 
o Was the title of the text a good one? Why or why not? 
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ReadWorks" The Big Hike 

The Big Hike 
by ReadWorks 

Tamara opened her eyes and jumped out of bed. Most days she hated getting up early. But today was 
different. Today Tamara was wide awake and excited. Today her family was going on a hike. This was 
Tamara's first hike. She pulled on her new shoes and tied the laces. Tamara's mother had bought the new 
shoes just for the hike. They were brown boots. The bottom of the boots was made of rubber and had 
curves to help Tamara walk on rocky ground. Tamara put on pants, a shirt, and a big jacket. She was 
ready to go hiking. 

"Tamara," her mother called. "Are you ready?" 

"Yes, I am!" Tamara said. 

Tamara ran down the stairs. Her mother and older brother James were there at the bottom. They were all 
wearing new boots like Tamara's. James was hopping up and down impatiently. Everyone was ready for 
the hike. 

Tamara's family got into the car. They drove for two hours until they were far away from the city. Once they 

ReadWorks.org · © 2014 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 



ReadWorks" The Big Hike 

left the city and the suburbs, there weren't many buildings beside the road. Instead there were trees and 
fields. Tamara saw herds of cows chewing on grass. The road climbed up. They were driving into the 
mountains. Tamara rolled down her window. The air was cool, and she liked it. lt smelled like leaves and 
flowers. Soon, Tamara's mother parked the car. 

"Are we here? Is this the hike?" asked Tamara. 

"Yes," said James. "See that trail? That's where we'll start hiking." James had hiked this trail before, and it 
was one of his favorites. 

Tamara looked at the trail. lt was a dirt path and went into the forest. Tall trees and tiny flowers lined both 
sides of the path. Tamara, her mother, and her brother began to walk. Butterflies and bumblebees flew 
over the flowers. At first the bees made Tamara nervous, but soon she saw that they were more interested 
in the flowers than they were in her. 

Tamara's mother talked about the other times the family had gone hiking. James talked about the time he 
went camping with the Boy Scouts. Tamara wanted to talk, but she felt out of breath. The trail was steep. 
They had been walking uphill for an hour by now. Tamara took hold of her mother's hand. "I'm tired," she 
said. 

"Come on, Tamara," said her brother. "You can do it! You're ten years old. That's old enough to hike." 

Tamara kept going. If her brother said she could do it, Tamara knew she could. James never lied. They 
kept walking uphill. Tamara looked around at the plants to keep her mind off of how tired she felt. There 
was green everywhere. There were trees with long draping leaves that Tamara had never seen before. 
She saw a small and furry rabbit by the side of the trail. Tamara gasped with surprise, and the rabbit ran 
away at the sound. 

"Look, Tamara!" her brother called suddenly. The trail had ended. Tamara and her family were at a pool at 
the bottom of a waterfall. Tamara looked up at the water rushing down at the fish swimming in the pool. 
Her mother sat on a rock at the edge of the pool and began to unpack their picnic. There were peanut 
butter and banana sandwiches, baby carrots, and chocolate chip cookies. Tamara took off her boots and 
sat on the edge of the rock. As she bit into her sandwich, she dipped her toes into the cool water. 
"Congratulations, Tamara!" said her mother. "You just finished your first hike!" Tamara smiled. She decided 
that she liked hiking. 

ReadWorks.org · © 2014 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 



ReadWorks" The Big Hike - Comprehension Questions 

Name: Date: --------------- ------- 
1. ln the story, Tamara goes on her first what? 

A. bike ride 

B. school trip 

C. hike 

D. camping trip 

2. While Tamara is hiking up the trail, she looks around at all of the different plants. 
What motivates this action? 

A. Tamara wants to keep her mind off of how tired she feels. 

B. Tamara wants to study the plants for a test at school. 

C. Tamara wants to try to find a rabbit in the plants and bushes. 

D. Tamara wants to keep her mind off of how scared she is. 

3. Tamara is able to experience new things on the hike. What information from the 
passage best supports this conclusion? 

A. Tamara's mother talks about the other times the family has gone hiking. 

B. Tamara hikes on a trail that is far away from the city where she lives. 

C. Tamara and her family end up at a pool at the bottom of a waterfall. 

D. Tamara sees trees with long draping leaves she has never seen before. 

4. Read the following sentences: "If her brother said she could do it, Tamara knew she 
could. James never lied." Based on this information, how does Tamara feel about her 
brother? 

A. Tamara dislikes her brother. 

B. Tamara trusts her brother. 

C. Tamara thinks her brother is cool. 

D. Tamara doesn't trust her brother. 

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 



ReaclWorks" The Big Hike - Comprehension Questions 

5. What is this story mostly about? 

A. Tamara sees a rabbit on the trail. 

B. Tamara has a picnic with her family. 

C. Tamara goes on her first hike. 

D. Tamara sees a waterfall and a pool. 

6. Read the following sentences: "She saw a small and furry rabbit by the side of the 
trail. Tamara gasped with surprise, and the rabbit ran away at the sound." 

As used in this sentence, what does the word "gasped" most nearly mean? 

A. took in and let out a long breath to show boredom 

B. said something quietly so that only one person would hear 

C. said something very loudly because of anger 

D. breathed in suddenly and loudly because of surprise or shock 

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below. 

Tamara gets tired after hiking for an hour, she keeps hiking anyway. 

A. but 

B.so 

C. after 

D. like 

8. How does Tamara feel when she wakes up? 

9. Most days Tamara hates getting up early, but today is different. Why does Tamara 
feel differently today? 

1 O. The author states at the end of the passage that Tamara "decided that she liked 
hiking." What may have made Tamara feel this way? Use information from the passage 
to support your answer. 

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 



ReacIWorks" How 'Bout Them Apples? 

How 'Bout Them Apples? 
by W.M. Akers 

"What do you mean we're going apple picking?" asked Janie. 

"Well, just that," said her mother. "We're going out into the country to an orchard." 

"That's an apple field," said Janie's sister, Theresa. 

"I know what an orchard is," said Janie. 

"Just making sure." 

"And once we get there," continued Mom, "we're going to walk around and pick apples off the 
trees." 

"All day?" 

"All day. It'll be great fun. You love apples." 

"I do not. I love applesauce. It's different." 

"Maybe this will convince you that you love apples." 

"Once we pick them off the trees ... they're free?" 

"No. We pay the farmer for them before we leave." 

"Mom, maybe nobody told you: They sell apples at the grocery store." 

"Not like these apples." 

Janie didn't believe it. 

ReadWorks.org · © 2015 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 



ReacIWorks" How 'Bout Them Apples? 

The air at the apple orchard was crisp and cool. The sky was bright. The leaves on the trees 
were orange and yellow and rust red. lt was a lovely day, but Janie wished she was back at 
home. 

"I could be having fun in the backyard," she grumbled. Because she was shorter than the 
shortest branches of most of the trees, Janie did no apple picking. Her mother and sister 
reached up, plucked the fruit from the branches, and handed them to her. Janie's job was to 
drag the basket with the apples. The farther they walked, the heavier it got, and the harder 
Janie frowned. 

"This farmer must be a genius," she said. 

"Why?" asked Theresa. 

"Because he tricked all these people into coming here and doing his work for him. I bet he's 
sitting back in his farmhouse right now, rocking in a rocking chair beside the fire. I bet he's 
drinking hot chocolate!" 

"He's right up there, silly, helping that family with their apples." 

"He still doesn't look like he's working very hard. He should be paying us!" 

But the farmer didn't pay Janie any money, and her family didn't pay her any attention. 

They came home with more than 1 O pounds of apples. Janie's mom made apple pies, apple 
tarts, apple crisps, and apple cider. She made turnovers and candy apples and apple cake, 
and six kinds of applesauce. Janie ate all of it, scowling the whole time. 

But then, one afternoon, Janie opened the refrigerator. There were no apples anywhere. 
There were no pies, turnovers, tarts-nothing! As her stomach growled, she remembered how 
good all the cooked apples tasted, and how nice the weather had been that day at the 
orchard. There was only one thing to do. 

"Mom!" she yelled. "We have to go apple picking!" 

ReadWorks.org · © 2015 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 



ReaclWorks" How 'Bout Them Apples? - Comprehension Questions 

Name: Date: --------------- ------- 
1. What do Janie, Theresa, and their mom do at an orchard? 

A. They climb trees. 

B. They pick apples. 

C. They make apple cider. 

D. They make apple pie. 

2. Who is the main character in this story? 

A. Janie's mom 

B. Janie 

C. a farmer who owns an orchard 

D. Theresa 

3. Read this paragraph describing Janie at the apple orchard. 

I could be having fun in the backyard,' she grumbled. Because she was shorter than the 
shortest branches of most of the trees, Janie did no apple picking. Her mother and 
sister reached up, plucked the fruit from the branches, and handed them to her. Janie's 
job was to drag the basket with the apples. The farther they walked, the heavier it got, 
and the harder Janie frowned. 

Based on this paragraph, what can you conclude about how Janie feels at the orchard? 

A. Janie feels brave. 

B. Janie feels cheerful. 

C. Janie feels annoyed. 

D. Janie feels afraid. 

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 



ReaclWorks" How 'Bout Them Apples? - Comprehension Questions 

4. Read this dialogue between Mom and Janie from the text. 

And once we get there,' continued Mom, 'we're going to walk around and pick apples off 
the trees.' 

'All day?' 

'All day. It'll be great fun. You love apples.' 

Based on this dialogue, how does Janie's mom probably feel about going apple 
picking? 

A. Janie's mom is hesitant and unsure she wants to go apple picking. 

B. Janie's mom is enthusiastic and excited to go apple picking. 

C. Janie's mom is annoyed and upset about going apple picking. 

D. Janie's mom is exhausted and would rather not go apple picking. 

5. What is a theme of this story? 

A. You should be kind to others if you want them to be kind to you. 

B. If you have a problem with someone, the best way to resolve it is to talk to that person 
about the problem. 

C. You may not realize you like something until it is gone. 

D. You should not judge other people by the way they look. 

6. Read these sentences from the text. 

The air at the apple orchard was crisp and cool. The sky was bright. The leaves on the 
trees were orange and yellow and rust red. lt was a lovely day, but Janie wished she 
was back at home. 

What does the word "crisp" mean here? 

A. dry and crunchy 

B. hot and windy 

C. fresh and pleasant 
D. firm but easy to break 

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 



ReacIWorks" How 'Bout Them Apples? - Comprehension Questions 

7. Read these sentences from the text. 

Her mother and sister reached up, plucked the fruit from the branches, and handed 
them to her. Janie's job was to drag the basket with the apples. The farther they walked, 
the heavier it got, and the harder Janie frowned. 

What does the word "it" in the last of these sentences refer to? 

A. the basket 

B. the branches 

C. the apples 

D. plucking the fruit 

8. What does Janie remember after she opens the refrigerator and sees that there are 
no apples, pies, turnovers, or tarts inside? 

9. What does Janie want to go do at the end of the story? Support your answer with 
evidence from the text. 

1 O. Explain why Janie's feelings about apple picking have changed by the end of the 
story. Support your answer with evidence from the text. 

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 



ReadWorks" Becoming an Artist 

Becoming an Artist 
by ReadWorks 

Mario and his brother Jose owned an art store in San Francisco, which they were very proud 
of. They sold the best paints, the best sketch pads, the best stationery, and the best easels. 
Artists from all over the world came to their store to buy their supplies. Whether they were 
world-famous artists, or art students, they knew that Mario and Jose sold the best art products 
for the best prices. Not only that, but Mario and Jose were very helpful and kind people. They 
helped their customers find whatever they needed. lt didn't matter if you didn't know exactly 
what you wanted: Mario or Jose would walk with you through the store, point out all the 
different art supplies you could think of, and help you figure out what would be useful to you. 

One day a young man came into their store. He had messy brown hair, a long beard, and tiny, 
beady eyes. He seemed to be searching for something. 

"Can I help you?" Mario asked the man. 

"I'm not sure. I don't know. You see, l. .. well, I actually don't have ... The thing is, I'd like to buy 
some ... But maybe I should just. .. I think I'll come back another time." The man spoke so 
quickly that he stumbled over his words, and then left almost immediately. 

Mario looked at Jose. "Was it something I said?" he asked his business partner. 

"No," Jose replied. "I don't think that man was ready to become an artist yet." 

Mario and Jose forgot about the man and went back to their other customers, making sure 
that they had enough of their special watercolor paints, their oil paints, and their extra sharp 
charcoal pencils. You never knew what artists might need for their work! 

ReadWorks.org · © 2015 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 



ReacIWorks" Becoming an Artist 

A week later, the man was back. Mario stayed at the cash register and let Jose try this time. 

"Hello, you're back," Jose said with a smile on his face, to make the man feel welcome. 
"Please feel free to look around our store, and let me know if you have any questions." 

Jose let the man walk around on his own, so that he wouldn't feel nervous. Mario and Jose 
stayed by the cash register, but kept an eye on the man as he went up and down each aisle 
of the store. Fifteen minutes later, the man came to the front of the store with a sketch pad 
and some charcoal pencils. 

"I'd like to buy these, but I don't have any money. I'm sorry, I don't know what to do." 

"That's no problem," Mario said. "Since it's your first time here, consider these two items a 
gift. It's always scary to start out as an artist. We wish you luck!" 

The man looked up at Mario and Jose and smiled. "Thank you so much for your kindness," he 
said. "I won't forget this." 

*** 

Two years later, an enormous package was delivered to Mario and Jose's store. What could it 
be? They hadn't ordered anything this large. They opened it, and inside was a beautiful 
painting of their store-the entrance, Mario and Jose inside it, the sculpture outside the 
store! Attached to the painting was a note, which read, "You helped me start my journey as an 
artist. Please accept this payment as thanks!" 

Mario and Jose looked up the artist's name, and sure enough, it was the man who had come 
into their store without being able to pay for supplies. He was now a successful artist, living in 
Italy, and selling his work all over the world! 

Mario and Jose framed the painting and proudly put it at the front of their store. 

ReadWorks.org · © 2015 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 



ReacIWorks" Becoming an Artist - Comprehension Questions 

Name: Date: --------------- ------- 
1. Who are Mario and Jose? 

A. brothers who work at an art museum 

B. brothers who travel to Italy 

C. brothers who are artists 

D. brothers who own an art store 

2. What is the setting of this story? 

A. Italy 

B. an art school 

C. an art store 

D. an art museum 

3. Read this statement from the story. 

Mario and Jose were very helpful and kind people. 

What evidence from the story supports this statement? 

A. "Two years later, an enormous package was delivered to Mario and Jose's store. 
What could it be? They hadn't ordered anything this large. They opened it, and inside 
was a beautiful painting of their store!" 

B. "Mario and his brother Jose owned an art store in San Francisco, which they were 
very proud of. They sold the best paints, the best sketch pads, the best stationery, and 
the best easels. Artists from all over the world came to their store to buy their supplies." 

C. "They helped their customers find whatever they needed. lt didn't matter if you didn't 
know exactly what you wanted: Mario or Jose would walk with you through the store, 
point out all the different art supplies you could think of, and help you figure out what 
would be useful to you." 

D. "One day a young man came into their store. He had messy brown hair, a long beard, 
and tiny, beady eyes. He seemed to be searching for something." 

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 



ReadWorks" Becoming an Artist - Comprehension Questions 

4. Read these sentences from the text. 

Jose let the man walk around on his own, so that he wouldn't feel nervous. Mario and 
Jose stayed by the cash register, but kept an eye on the man as he went up and down 
each aisle of the store. Fifteen minutes later, the man came to the front of the store with 
a sketch pad and some charcoal pencils. 

'I'd like to buy these, but I don't have any money. I'm sorry, I don't know what to do.' 

'That's no problem,' Mario said. 'Since it's your first time here, consider these two items 
a gift. It's always scary to start out as an artist. We wish you luck!' 

The man looked up at Mario and Jose and smiled. 'Thank you so much for your 
kindness,' he said. 'I won't forget this.' 

Based on the information in these sentences, why might Mario and Jose have given the 
sketch pad and pencils to the man as a gift? 

A. because they had more sketch pads and pencils than they needed 

B. because they were worried that the man might steal the sketch pad and pencils 

C. because they wanted the man to send them a painting of their store 

D. because they wanted to help the man become an artist 

5. What is a theme of this story? 

A. Being kind and helpful to other people makes them want to repay that help and 
kindness. 
B. Being mean and rude to other people makes them want to be mean and rude in 
return. 
C. If you want to be an artist, it is important to have a lot of money and know exactly 
what art supplies you will use. 
D. If you want to be an artist, it is important to first try another job, such as working in a 
store. 

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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6. Read these sentences from the text. 

One day a young man came into their store. He had messy brown hair, a long beard, 
and tiny, beady eyes. He seemed to be searching for something. 

'Can I help you?' Mario asked the man. 

'I'm not sure. I don't know. You see, l. .. well, I actually don't have ... The thing is, I'd like 
to buy some ... But maybe I should just... I think I'll come back another time.' The man 
spoke so quickly that he stumbled over his words, and then left almost immediately. 

Based on these sentences, what does the phrase "he stumbled over his words" mean? 

A. He spoke softly. 

B. He had trouble walking. 

C. He had trouble talking. 

D. He tripped while he was talking. 

7. Read these sentences from the text. 

Mario and his brother Jose owned an art store in San Francisco, which they were very 
proud of. They sold the best paints, the best sketch pads, the best stationery, and the 
best easels. Artists from all over the world came to their store to buy their supplies. 

Whom or what does the word "their" refer to here? 

A. sketch pads 

B. San Francisco 

C. artists from all over the world 

D. Mario and Jose 

8. What is in the enormous package that is delivered to Mario and Jose's store? 

9. Who sends Mario and Jose a beautiful painting of their store? 

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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1 O. Read these sentences from the text. 

Attached to the painting was a note, which read: 'You helped me start my journey as an 
artist. Please accept this payment as thanks!' 

Explain how Mario and Jose helped the artist start his journey. Support your answer 
with evidence from the text. 

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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Katie Sowers becomes the first woman to coach 
in a Super Bowl 
By Washington Post, adapted by Newsela staff on 02.03.20 
Word Count 661 
Level 580L 

Katie Sowers, an assistant offensive coach with the San Francisco 49ers, looks on during warm-ups before a football game against the 
Atlanta Falcons at Levi's Stadium in Santa Clara, California. December 15, 2019. Photo: Lachlan Cunningham/Getty Images 

Kendrick Bourne was playing in a very important game. It was the first preseason game of his first 
National Football League training camp. The National Football League is called NFL, for short. 

Bourne was not playing well. He dropped two passes. He walked back to the San Francisco 49ers 
sideline. He sat on the bench and dropped his head. He was unhappy with himself. 

A coach walked up to him. She told him, "Live in the moment. Treat it how you've been playing all 
your life. You're supposed to be here." 

The message lifted Bourne's spirits. The moment stayed with him for a long time. After getting 
back on the field, he made his first catch. He played well for the rest of the game. 

Bourne went on to make the 2017 team. He is now an important part of the San Francisco 49ers' 
offense. When he looks back, Bourne says the coach's message was a key turning point. 



"That was just a big moment in my life," Bourne said. "Her giving me that tip helped me make my 
way." 

A coach helping a young player in the NFL is not unusual. What was unusual is that the coach who 
inspired Bourne is a woman. 

Coach Katie Sowers 

That coach's name is Katie Sowers. Today, she is an assistant offensive coach for the 49ers. She is 
one of only three women who coach full-time in the NFL. 

And on Sunday, February 2, Sowers became the first woman to coach in the Super Bowl. The 49ers 
played against the Kansas City Chiefs. First, the two teams were tied. Then, the Chiefs were down 
by 10 points. In the end, Kansas City beat the San Francisco 49ers 31-20. It was a dramatic end to 
the 54th Super Bowl. 

Though Sowers' team did not take home the trophy, it was still a big night for her. She is living her 
dream. 

The people she works with don't think of her as a woman anymore. Sowers is just Coach Katie to 
them. Emmanuel Sanders is a wide receiver for the 49ers. He called her "one of the coolest 
coaches" he'd ever been around. Another coach, Wes Welker, complimented how hard she works. 

Sowers grew up in Kansas. She loved football as a kid. She later played quarterback for a women's 
football league. She always wanted to work in football. Coaching in the NFL seemed impossible, 
though. 

Then in 2014, Sowers saw Becky Hammon coaching for the National Basketball Association's San 
Antonio Spurs. It hit her that no matter how impossible it seemed, she could coach in the NFL. 
Seeing Hammon helped her realize that she, too, could do something that seemed outside of the 
norm. 

Hard Work To The Top 

Sowers worked even harder to reach her dreams after that. She read books about football. She also 
read books about coaching. 

"I knew I had a long road ahead of me if I wanted to be an NFL coach," Sowers said. "But I was up 
for the challenge." 

In 2016, she got her first chance to coach. She started out with the Atlanta Falcons football team. 
She helped out during training camp. She said she was nervous. She was also excited. The coach of 
the Falcons then was Kyle Shanahan. He later took a job with the 49ers. Sowers went with 
him. Sowers is now a key part of the 49ers coaching staff. 

"She's on her way to the top," Bourne said. 

A First For Everything 

Sowers hopes girls and women saw her coaching at the Super Bowl. She hopes they felt how she 
felt when she saw Hammon coaching the Spurs. 



Sowers hopes that one day there will be nothing unusual about a woman coaching at the Super 
Bowl. She says she will work hard to make that happen. 

"You have to have a first for everything to create change," she said. "I want to make sure I'm not 
the last." 



Quiz 

Read the section "Hard Work To The Top." 

Which paragraph from the section explains WHY Katie Sowers works for the 49ers? 

(A) Sowers worked even harder to reach her dreams after that. She read books about football. She also 
read books about coaching. 

(B) "I knew I had a long road ahead of me if I wanted to be an NFL coach," Sowers said. "But I was up for 
the challenge." 

(C) ln 2016, she got her first chance to coach. She started out with the Atlanta Falcons football team. She 
helped out during training camp. She said she was nervous. She was also excited. The coach of the 
Falcons then was Kyle Shanahan. He later took a job with the 49ers. Sowers went with him. Sowers is 
now a key part of the 49ers coaching staff. 

(D) "She's on her way to the top," Bourne said. 

2 Which question is answered in the section "Coach Katie Sowers"? 

(A) How did Sowers help Kendrick Bourne? 

(B) What do players and coaches think about Sowers? 

(C) When did Sowers get her job with the 49ers? 

(D) Did Sowers win her first Super Bowl? 

3 How did Becky Hammon affect Katie Sowers? 

(A) She introduced Sowers to Kyle Shanahan. 

(B) She gave Sowers a job as a coach in the NFL. 

(C) She taught Sowers how to coach football. 

(D) She inspired Sowers to pursue her dream. 

4 Read the introduction [paragraphs 1- 7]. 

WHY did Kendrick Bourne improve as a football player? 

(A) Sowers helped and encouraged him. 

(B) Sowers threw him passes in practice. 

(C) Sowers taught him how to catch a football. 

(D) Sowers decided that he was on the team. 
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Dogs are helping to save Florida's citrus groves 
from a harmful disease 
By Washington Post, adapted by Newsela staff on 01.28.20 
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Level 560L 

Image 1. Bello, a springer spaniel, uses her nose in a quest to detect disease in a citrus grove in Perry, Florida. Photo: Duncan 
Strauss/Washington Post 

Florida has many orange trees. A disease is hurting them, though. 

Andy Jackson grows oranges. He has been using dogs to fight the disease. One is a dog named 
Bello. She runs along rows of trees. Sometimes she sits under a tree to show she has smelled the 
disease. 

Dogs Trained To Fight A Disease 

Tyler Meck is Bello's handler. They work for Fl K9. It is a company that trains dogs for different 
purposes. That includes finding bombs and diseases. Bello and other dogs are fighting a disease 
called Huanglongbing. It is HLB for short. It keeps fruit from getting ripe. 

The disease showed up in about 2005. HLB has forced nearly 5,000 growers out of business. 

Insect Feeds On Orange Plants 



A small flying insect spreads the disease. It is a psyllid. It is pronounced "sill-id." The insect feeds 
on an orange plant. When it feeds again, it spreads the disease to the next plant. 

Some people hope dogs will stop the disease. Dogs have shown they can sniff out plant diseases. 

Tim R. Gottwald is a scientist for the U.S. government. The government has studied whether dogs 
can sniff out HLB. It has found that they are great at it, Gottwald said. 

Nineteen dogs have this skill. They have been used in Florida and California. 

Experts say it might be too late for the dogs to save 
the orange growers. The dogs do good work, though. 

Growers Have Been Wiped Out 

Orange growers in parts of Florida have mostly been 
wiped out. "Out of Business" signs are up. 

North Florida, where Jackson is, seemed better for a 
while. There was not much HLB there. 

People did not think the psyllids were coming to that 
area, Jackson said, but they showed up. 

In November 2018, Jackson had 4,000 orange trees. 
He knew that HLB had come to his part of the state. 
So he turned to F1 K9. 

Jackson got bad news when the dogs found HLB in 79 
trees. He took those trees out. 

In 2019, he hired the dogs again. Jerry Bishop and 
Meck of F1 K9 took Bello and other dogs along the 
tree rows. They raced from one end to the other. It takes two to three seconds for a dog to check a 
tree, said Bishop. 

When the dogs sat under a tree, it was a sign that it smelled of disease. 

The dogs found about 25 bad trees, Jackson said. 

Gottwald said the dogs are finding disease earlier than the other ways. 



Quiz 

Read the section "Insect Feeds On Orange Plants." 

Select the sentence from the section that explains HOW trees get HLB. 

(A) When it feeds again, it spreads the disease to the next plant. 

(B) Dogs have shown they can sniff out plant diseases. 

(C) The government has studied whether dogs can sniff out HLB. 

(D) Experts say it might be too late for the dogs to save the orange growers. 

2 Which question is answered in section "Dogs Trained To Fight A Disease"? 

(A) Where was HLB first discovered? 

(B) How many dogs look for HLB? 

(C) What does HLB do to citrus trees? 

(D) Why are dogs good at finding HLB? 

3 WHY did Andy Jackson want to hire F1 K9? 

(A) He found out his orange trees were infected. 

(B) He knew that psyllids had come to his area. 

(C) He wanted to reward the dogs for good work. 

(D) He wanted to plant more trees at his farm. 

4 According to section "Growers Have Been Wiped Out," WHY do the dogs sit under a tree? 

(A) They are tired from running around the orchard. 

(B) They notice that psyllids are on the tree. 

(C) They no longer want to play with their owner. 

(D) They can smell that the tree has a disease. 
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In a "bizarre" biological twist, a mother lion 
adopts a leopard cub in India 
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Image 1. The mother lion, her lion cubs and her adopted spotted leopard baby all get along just fine. Photo by: Dheeraj MittalíDeputy 
Conservator of Forests in India 

Gir National Park is in Gujarat, India. In December 2018, scientists spotted something very 
unusual there. A lioness had adopted a baby leopard as one of her own cubs. The little leopard was 
around 2 months old. The lioness fed him her milk. He was also playing with her two lion cubs. 
They were around the same age as him. This puzzled the scientists greatly. It was just plain weird, 
they said. 

In the wild, it does not make much sense to care for the babies of another animal. It takes time and 
energy. A mother has to feed babies milk. She has to gather food for them. She has to make sure 
they stay safe. 

Wild animals do sometimes raise other animals' babies. Yet this happens mostly within an 
animal's own group. For example, cheetah moms sometimes adopt cheetah cubs. They do this if 
the cub's birth mother has died. This helps the cheetahs survive as a group. 

Different Types Of Animals 



In this case, lions and leopards are different types of animals. They even compete against each 
other for the same food. They often do not get along. Lions are known to kill leopards and their 
cubs. Leopards often attack baby lions. It does not make much sense for a lion to care for a baby 
leopard. 

Yet, this mother lion, her lion cubs and her leopard baby all got along just fine. The scientists did 
not think it would last long. The leopard cub stayed with his lion family for another 29 days. 

Then the baby leopard died. He was not attacked. He 
was born with a health problem. This caused him to 
die young. 

It is not clear why the leopard cub was adopted. One 
day after he was seen with the lioness, a female 
leopard was sighted nearby. She may have been the 
cub's birth mother. Maybe she gave up her baby, who 
was then adopted by the lioness. But why? 

The lioness was very young. She was only 5 or 6 years 
old. She was new to being a mother. Maybe she did 
not know she did not have to care for leopard babies. She was already making milk for her cubs. 
Maybe she did not realize one of her cubs was a leopard. 

In Africa, male lions live together with lionesses. In India, they do not. Female lionesses are left by 
themselves after giving birth. Maybe this allowed the leopard cub to stay with the lion family. A 
male lion may have acted differently toward the leopard. The leopard may not have been able to 
stay with the lions. 

Unanswered Questions 

We will never know for certain because the cub died so young. Many questions remain 
unanswered. 

Stotra Chakrabarti is a scientist. He studied the lions 

"It would have been fantastic to see, when the leopard cub grew up, how things would be," 
Chakrabarti said. "But it didn't happen." 



Quiz 

Read the section "Different Types Of Animals." 

Select the sentence from the section that explains why it is so unexpected for a lion to take care of a leopard cub. 

(A) Lions are known to kill leopards and their cubs. 

(B) The leopard cub stayed with his lion family for another 29 days. 

(C) lt is not clear why the leopard cub was adopted. 

(D) Female lionesses are left by themselves after giving birth. 

2 Read the paragraph from the section "Different Types Of Animals." 

The lioness was very young. She was only 5 or 6 years old. She was new to being a mother. 
Maybe she did not know she did not have to care for leopard babies. She was already making 
milk for her cubs. Maybe she did not realize one of her cubs was a leopard. 

Which question is answered in this paragraph? 

(A) How long did the leopard cub stay with the lioness? 

(8) Why might the lioness have nursed the leopard cub? 

(C) Where did scientists find the lioness and leopard? 

(D) What happened to the biological mother of the leopard cub? 

3 Why did the leopard cub die? 

(A) He was attacked by lions. 

(B) He drowned in a watering hole. 

(C) He had a health problem. 

(D) He was abandoned by the lioness. 

4 Why did Chakrabarti want the leopard to survive? 

(A) He invited other scientists to study the leopard. 

(B) He hoped to return the leopard cub to its mother. 

(C) He thought the leopard was friendly and cute. 

(D) He wanted to keep studying its life with the lions. 



ReacIWorks~ Happy Trails 

Happy Trails 
by ReadWorks 

The morning she left for Camp Kanawa, Maria awoke with a lump in her throat and an ache in 
her stomach. She had gone on plenty of sleepovers. She'd even spent a whole weekend at 
Aunt Jolie and Uncle Ed's. So why was she so nervous? 

No breakfast today, she thought, imagining the ache turning into nausea and a horrible road 
trip after a full meal. Then the smell of French toast wafted upstairs. As usual, Maria's 
stomach grumbled as soon as the French toast-scented air hit her nostrils. On the other hand, 
maybe a good breakfast is exactly what I need. 

She gave her arms and legs a good stretch and ambled downstairs. 

"There's my big camper!" her mom said, squeezing Maria's shoulders with one arm the way 
she did when she wanted to give a hug, but was in too much of a rush for a full embrace. She 
walked briskly to the stove, placed two pieces of French toast on a plate and tapped a 
canister above them, powdered sugar snowing down. 

ReadWorks.org · © 2014 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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"Just like you like it: super fluffy, slightly crispy ... " 

" ... and lightly dusted," said Maria, already in position, armed with knife, fork, napkin and full 
glass of milk. 

Maria poured a puddle of maple syrup beside the toast and topped each piece with a little 
mountain of whipped cream. 

"Get started while it's hot. Your father's coming down in a minute. I told him to shave. Don't 
want the grizzly bear-I mean, grizzly beard-to send your new bunkmates running for the 
woods." 

"Okay, okay," Maria's dad said with a sneaky smile. "Clean as a whistle. Just like you 
ordered." 

"Just like I ordered?" 

"The mustache stays. Admit it, you love it." 

Maria's mom shrugged. 

"I think it's hip," Maria said, dipping a bite in some syrup. 

"Well, your old man is hip," her dad said, moving his head the way he did when he wanted to 
look like a cool surfer dude but looked more like an Egyptian robot."ln fact, I was the most 
popular kid at my camp." 

"For the record, it was science camp," Maria's mother reminded her, "and his rise to fame was 
thanks to what was known as The Great Explosion." 

"Accident or genius? The world may never know," Maria and her dad said in unison, using 
their deepest, most mysterious voices. They slowly broke out of character and into laughter. 

"ln all seriousness, Maria, popularity is not important," her mother said, looking her straight in 
the eyes. "Finding the people who like you for you-that's what matters." 

"Your mom speaks the truth, Sugar," said Maria's dad, wiping his thick mustache with a 
napkin. "Just be yourself. You'll have a blast." 

* * * * * 

Just be yourself. Just be yourself. Maria repeated the words like a mantra as she sat with her 
ReadWorks.org · © 2014 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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new cabin mates in a circle on the grass. 

"Cool bracelet," said the skinny, freckled redhead sitting next to her. 

"Thanks. I made it in an embroidery class I took this winter." 

"Whoa! That's impressive. Can you teach me how?" 

"If you teach me how to do a braid just like the one in your hair. I've mastered the art of 
French toast eating, but definitely not French braiding." 

A loud whistle hushed the girls' laughter and buzzing all around them. They looked up to see 
a beautiful older girl blowing into an acorn top between her thumbs. Her skin was tan and 
eyes were dark brown, like Maria's, but her dirty blonde hair made Maria feel bored of her 
plain, black hair. 

"Hello! I'm Audrey, one of your two cabin counselors." 

"And I'm Gina, your other cabin counselor," said the pale girl with curly, brown hair and eyes 
that were icy blue in color, yet warm. 

"And you ladies are the Dragonflies!" Audrey lifted her arms in the air as she announced 
it."Each cabin here at Camp Kanawa is named after a different insect." 

"The Cockroach boys-age twelve and thirteen like you-think they've got the best mascot. I 
beg to differ. Dragonfly girls are as tough as dragons and graceful as ... well, dragonflies." 

"That sounded better when we rehearsed it," Gina said lightheartedly. 

The ache in Maria's stomach had officially turned into butterflies-the excited kind. 

ReadWorks.org · © 2014 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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Name: Date: ---------------- ------- 
1. At the beginning of the story, where is Maria about to go? 

A. a sleepover 
B. Camp Kanawa 
C. Aunt Jolie and Uncle Ed's 

D. school 

2. How do Maria's feelings about camp change in the story? 

A. At first Maria is nervous, but then she is excited. 
B. At first Maria is excited, but then she is nervous. 
C. At first Maria is excited, but then she is bored. 
D. At first Maria is nervous, but then she is sad. 

3. Maria is anxious and nervous about going to camp. What evidence from the story 
best supports this statement? 

A. Maria decides to eat French toast for breakfast before going to camp. 
B. Maria's parents give her advice about making friends at camp. 
C. Maria and her mom joke with her dad about being hip and cool. 
D. The morning she leaves for camp, Maria wakes up with a stomach ache. 

4. Read the following sentences: "Just be yourself Just be yourself Maria repeated the 
words like a mantra as she sat with her new cabin mates in a circle on the grass." 

Based on this information, what conclusion can you make? 

A. Maria is confident that she will make friends. 
B. Maria is not sure if she will like her cabin mates. 
C. Maria is nervous about making friends. 
D. Maria has already made some new friends. 

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®. Inc. All rights reserved. 
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5. What is this story mostly about? 

A. Maria goes to camp for the first time. 

B. Maria really loves to eat French toast. 

C. Maria discovers her love for dragonflies. 

D. Maria jokes with her parents over breakfast. 

6. Read the following sentences: 

She walked briskly to the stove, placed two pieces of French toast on a plate and 
tapped a canister above them, powdered sugar snowing down. 

"Just like you like it: super fluffy, slightly crispy ... " 

" ... and lightly dusted," said Maria, already in position, armed with knife, fork, napkin and 
full glass of milk. 

What does the author mean when she describes the powdered sugar as "snowing 
down"? 

A. The powdered sugar was cold like falling snow. 

B. The powdered sugar was wet like falling snow. 

C. The powdered sugar smelled like falling snow. 

D. The powdered sugar looked like snow as it fell. 

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below. 

, Maria is nervous about camp, but soon after she arrives, she becomes ----- 
excited instead. 

A. Finally 

B. Initially 

C. Especially 

D. Although 
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8. What advice does Maria's mom give her before going to camp? 

9. Maria is nervous about going to camp, but after she arrives at camp she becomes 
more excited than nervous. What causes Maria's feelings to change? 

1 O. Based on the information in the story, will Maria likely have a good time at camp? 
Support your answer using details from the story. 

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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Crossing the Finish Line 
by ReadWorks 

a marathon runner 

Running a marathon is not easy. lt takes hard work, practice, and patience. After all, to run a 
marathon, you have to run 26.2 miles by foot! Think about it this way: 26.2 miles is the same 
as running the length of a football field more than 460 times. lt takes most people four or five 
hours to finish. ln 2013, the world's fastest marathon runner finished the race in 2:03:23. 
Imagine running for over two hours without a break! 

By the age of 30, Lea Tambellini had run more than five marathons and had no plans to stop. 
She had always been an athlete. When she was in high school, she swam on her school's 
swim team and ran to stay healthy and active. Her mom and dad ran marathons, and when 
she was 22, they helped her train for her first marathon. 

Lea's first marathon took place in Cincinnati, Ohio, and was called "The Flying Pig." 

"I was very nervous," she said, "but I had my mom there, so that helped." 

Running the race was hard, but the hardest part was when she ran past a cookie factory and 
smelled cookies at mile 18. "I just wanted to be done," she said. "I was spent, but my mom 
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kept me going. lt was already her 15th marathon." 

The word "marathon" comes from a Greek legend. ln the legend, a brave soldier ran all the 
way from the battlefield of Marathon to Athens, Greece to tell everyone the Greeks had won 
the battle against the Persians. lt is said that he ran the entire way without stopping-a 
distance equal to a modern marathon. 

Today, thousands of people run marathons every year. Runners train for months to get ready. 
To prepare for one of the marathons, Lea ran four to five times every week. On weekdays, 
she completed shorter runs, five or six miles at most. But on the weekends she ran long 
distances-13 miles, 15 miles, and 20 miles! 

"I don't mind training because I get excited about working toward something. And I love 
running with a group of friends and working toward the goal together. But it does take a lot of 
time." 

Running a marathon is a great achievement. "It's a great feeling of accomplishment and 
nothing feels as wonderful as reaching my goal when I cross the finish line," Lea explained. "I 
can't wait for the next one!" 

ReadWorks.org · © 2015 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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Name: Date: _ 

1. What did Lea Tambellini train for when she was 22? 

A. her first marathon 

B. her first relay race 

C. her first swim meet 

D. her first baseball season 

2. What does this text describe? 

A. This text describes the fight between the Greeks and the Persians on the battlefield of 
Marathon. 

B. This text describes how the marathon known as "The Flying Pig" got its name. 

C. This text describes marathons and the experience of someone who runs them. 

D. This text describes what Lea Tambellini's dad felt like when he ran his first marathon. 

3. Running a marathon takes hard work, practice, and patience. What evidence in the 
text supports this statement? 

A. Runners train for months to get ready for a marathon. 

B. Lea Tambellini had run more than five marathons by the time she was 30 years old. 

C. There is a marathon in Ohio called "The Flying Pig." 

D. The word "marathon" comes from a Greek legend. 

4. How did Lea's feelings about running a marathon change? 

A. At first she felt excited, but later she felt nervous. 

B. At first she felt bored, but later she felt scared. 

C. At first she felt scared, but later she felt bored. 

D. At first she felt nervous, but later she felt excited. 

5. What is the main idea of this text? 

A. lt takes most people four or five hours to run a marathon. 

B. Running a marathon is hard work, but Lea Tambellini enjoys it. 

C. The hardest part of Lea Tambellini's first marathon was running past a cookie factory. 

D. Lea Tambellini loves running with a group of friends and working toward a goal with 
them. 
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6. Read these sentences from the text. 

To prepare for one of the marathons, Lea ran four to five times every week. On 
weekdays, she completed shorter runs, five or six miles at most. But on the weekends 
she ran long distances-13 miles, 15 miles, and 20 miles! 

Why might the author have included an exclamation point here? 

A. to help readers imagine what running 20 miles would be like 

B. to show amazement at how far Lea was running on the weekends 

C. to suggest that Lea should not have run so many miles on the weekends 

D. to support the statement that running a marathon is not easy 

7. Read these sentences from the text. 

Running a marathon is not easy. lt takes hard work, practice, and patience. 

What does the pronoun "it" refer to here? 

A. patience 

B. practice 

C. hard work 

D. running a marathon 

8. Describe what Lea did to prepare for one of the marathons. 
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9. Describe how Lea feels when she crosses the finish line of a marathon. 

1 O. The author states that "running a marathon is a great achievement." Based on the 
information in this article, explain whether Lea would probably agree or disagree with 
that statement. 

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 



ReadWorks Non-fiction: Back Off! 

Back Off! 
A girl stands up to bullies. 

Ziainey (zee-AHN-ee) Stokes knows what it's like to be bullied. Kids have 
called her names. They've made fun of her clothes. One classmate even 
stole her lunch. 

"Sometimes I was scared," the student from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, told 
WR News. "I was confused because I never did [anything] to them." 

The 11-year-old isn't afraid anymore. In fact, now she's leading a movement 
to get rid of bullying for good. And she has one of the world's most powerful 
people on her side-U.S. President Barack Obama. 

Ziainey wrote the president for advice last January. To her surprise, Obama 
wrote back! "He said [he is] working hard to give schools the resources [to 
stop bullying]," she says. 

Ryan Donnell for Weekly Reader 
The president's letter (left) gave Ziainey Stokes an idea. 

The president's letter inspired her to start an anti-bullying group. To inspire 
is to move someone to do something. The group is called No Child Should Be 
Bullied. Its purpose is to talk to kids about bullying. 

ReadWorks.org THE SOLUTION TO READING COMPREHENSION 
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The mean acts are a major, or big, problem, experts say. About one in 
seven U.S. kids is bullied or bullies someone else. That's according to the 
National Center for Education Statistics. Bullying victims can feel upset and 
lonely. A victim is someone who is hurt by somebody else. Mean acts can 
even make some kids sick. 

The best way to help a bullying victim is to be kind, says Stan Davis. He 
studies bullying. "If you see someone sitting alone at lunch and you go sit 
with them, that might be the most powerful thing anyone can do." 
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Name: Date: ---------------- ------------ 

1. What inspired Ziainey to start her anti-bullying group? 

A She received an encouraging letter from President Obama. 
B She was told by her teachers that she could start the group. 
e She wanted to talk to other kids about bullying. 
D She was upset that kids in her school were bullying her. 

2. What solution did Ziainey find to the problem she had of being bullied? 

A Ziainey's solution was to write to the president. 
B Ziainey's solution was to be scared and confused. 
e Ziainey's solution was to start an anti-bullying group. 
D Ziainey's solution was to go to a different school. 

3. The passage implies that which of the following is true? 

A Many kids have a problem with bullying in school. 
B Many kids get letters from the president. 
C Many kids decide to start anti-bullying groups. 
D Many kids are kind to other kids and sit with them at lunch. 

4. "Ziainey wrote the president for advice last January." In the passage, the word 
advice most nearly means 

A an idea of how to give schools better resources 
B an opinion about what someone should do 
C a movement to help make a difference 
D an interesting thought or idea 

S. This passage deals primarily with 

A how to be kind to a bullying victim 
B how President Obama plans to help schools 
C how many kids are bullied in school 
D how one girl is helping to end bullying 
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6. What happened to Ziainey Stokes when she was bullied? 

7. What word would the author likely use to describe Ziainey? Use evidence from the 
text to support your answer. 

8. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the word that best completes 
the sentence. 

Ziainey started an anti-bullying group she wanted to help stop bullying 
in schools. 

A before 
B because 
e so 
D but 

9. Answer the following questions based on the sentence below. 

At school, classmates bullied Ziainey in a number of different ways including name 
calling, making fun of her clothes, and even stealing her lunch. 

Who? classmates 

(did) What? _ 

Where? --------------------------------- 

How? _ 
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10. Read the vocabulary word and definition below and complete questions 10a, 10b, 
and 11. 

Vocabulary word: inspire (in · spire): to make someone want to do something. 

10a. Read the sentences below and underline the word inspire. 

1. After I read my friend's poem, I was inspired to write some poems of my own. 

2. The students were inspired by the principal's speech to start recycling in their 
classrooms. 

3. My camp counselor inspired me to try swimming for the first time. 

4. My parents have inspired me to try to help other people whenever I can. 

s. I was inspired by the movie to change my eating habits and to try to eat more 
fruits and vegetables. 

10b. Which of the following pictures shows something that might inspire you to paint 
something beautiful? 

11. Is it likely that a trip to another country may inspire you to travel more when you 
are older? Why or why not? 
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Amazing Animal Helpers 

This dolphin is helping soldiers. How? It looks 
for hidden objects on the ocean floor. Other 
animals help people too. Jump inside to learn 
all about them! 

Animals Have Special Jobs! 

Many different types of animals help 
people. See how these animals lend a 
hand-or a flipper, hoof, or paw! 

) 
'/,,· {~ . .. 

~~q,h . . 
ärl:~ Aho/U.S. Navy/Getty Images A special t~am of bottlenose dolphins helps the 
K-Dog, a bottlenose dolphin, U.S. ~avy 1n the ocean :-vaters near I:aq. ~he 
has a camera attached to its dolphins use sonar to find unsafe objects in 
flipper to record underwater the water. Sonar is the use of sound to find 
objects. 2003. things. After the dolphins finish their job, they 

are rewarded with a favorite snack-fish! The 
dolphins' work helps keep our troops safe from 
harm. 

Diving Dolphins 

Reading Dogs 

Some dogs help children become better readers. The dogs sit and listen to 
the children read. That helps kids feel confident while they read. The dogs 
do not rush the kids or correct them. 

Helpful Horses 

Meet Cuddles, a guide horse. She is full-grown at 2 feet tall. That is about 
the size of a large dog. Cuddles helps guide her owner, who is blind. Cuddles 
wears special sneakers to protect her hooves. 

Marvelous Monkeys 

Some monkeys help people who cannot move their arms or legs. The 
monkeys are trained to do tasks such as getting water from the refrigerator 
or putting a CD in a music player. 
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___ ; ... },__ ~.-..,__,;___ 
osha.gov 
This dog helps find people 
buried in collapsed buildings. 

Hot Dogs! 

Take a look at some ways these furry friends help people. 

• Some dogs looks for people who could be buried in snow. 
• A dog can search for people in the water. 
• Other dogs work to cheer up sick children in hospitals. 
• A colorful poodle might visit a child in a hospital. 
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Name: Date: _ 

1. What job does Cuddles the horse do for her owner? 

A She finds unsafe objects in the water. 
B She wears special sneakers to protect her hooves. 
C She guides her owner who is blind. 
D She gets her owner water from the refrigerator. 

2. The passage compares different animals. What do all the animals described in the 
passage have in common? 

A All of them have been trained to help humans. 
B All of them use sonar to find objects in the ocean. 
e All of them are small animals. 
D All of them enjoy the jobs that they do. 

3. How do the animals described in the passage affect the lives of humans? 

A The animals affect the lives of humans in ways that can't be noticed. 
B The animals affect the lives of humans in both positive and negative ways. 
C The animals affect the lives of humans in a negative way. 
D The animals affect the lives of humans in a positive way. 

4. "The monkeys are trained to do tasks such as getting water from the refrigerator or 
putting a CD in a music player." In the passage, the word tasks most nearly means 

A important plans 
B helpful jobs 
e sharp objects 
D easy activities 

5. The main idea of this passage is that 

A people who are blind can have a trained horse help them go places 
B it is very important for humans to have animals to help them 
e dogs are the best kind of animal helpers 
D there are different kinds of animals that help humans 
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6. How do bottlenose dolphins help the U.S. Navy in the ocean waters near Iraq? 

7. What word can be used to describe one of the animals that help people in the 
passage? Explain why this word can be used to describe the animal. Use information 
from the passage to support your answer. 

8. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the word that best completes 
the sentence. 

Dogs can help children feel more confident as readers the dogs do not 
make them feel bad if they make mistakes or read slowly. 

A but 
B because 
e so 
D after 

9. Answer the following questions based on the sentence below. 

A team of bottlenose dolphins uses sonar underwater to help find unsafe objects. 

Who? a team of bottlenose dolphins 

(finds) What? _ 

Where? --------------------------------- 

How? _ 
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10. Read the vocabulary word and definition below and complete questions 10a, 10b, 
and 11. 

Vocabulary word: confident (con· fi -dent): to be feeling strong and positive. 

10a. Read the sentences below and underline the word confident. 

1. She had practiced so much that she felt very confident about performing in the 
play. 

2. The soccer player was confident that he would make several goals during the 
game. 

3. The teacher was confident that her students would understand the reading. 

4. Once I understood what to do, I was confident that I would be able to do it. 

s. I am confident that my friends will come to my birthday party. 

10b. Which of the following pictures shows a confident person? 

11. Would you feel confident if you were asked to dive into the ocean off a steep cliff? 
Why or why not? 
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Bat News 
A bat hangs upside down while it sleeps. Read about someone who 
hangs with bats. 

I h,ave 
19 bats! 

Carey Kirke//a for Weekly Reader 
This man is not a superhero, but he knows a lot about bats. 

To the Bat Cave! 

Meet Joseph D'Angeli, New Jersey's very own bat man. D'Angeli is a 
chiroptologist (kigh-rop-TAH-luh-jist), or a person who studies bats. He 
keeps about 19 bats as pets in his home. He learns about the bats by 
watching them. 

D'Angeli wanted to be a bat scientist when he was young. "When I was a 
teen, I loved watching bats everywhere-at zoos, out in the wild, on TV, 
everywhere," says D'Angeli. 

Bats are nocturnal animals. They are active at night. Many people are 
afraid of these night creatures. D'Angeli teaches people that some bats are 
shy, loving, and even helpful! 
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Bat Facts 

Bats are mammals. Mammals are warm-blooded animals that have hair on 
their bodies. 

Some people put bat houses in their yards. Bats eat pesky insects. 

Some bats eat fruits. They help plants grow by dropping the seeds in 
different places. 

Bats sleep upside down. Their home is called a roost. 

Bat babies are called pups. Female bats feed their babies milk from their 
bodies. 
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ReadWorks Questions: Bat News 

Name: -------------- Date: _ 

1. What does Joseph D'Angeli teach about bats? 

A He teaches that bats live in zoos and out in the wild. 
B He teaches that bats can be shy and even helpful. 
C He teaches about keeping bats as pets. 
D He teaches about how dangerous bats are to humans. 

2. Which of the following best describes the organization of this passage? 

A The author tells what a bat cave is like, then describes what bats look like. 
B The author describes the life cycle of bats, then tells how bats eat insects. 
C The author describes the work of Joseph D'Angeli, then tells some facts about 

bats. 
D The author describes how Joseph D'Angeli keeps bats as pets, then tells why 

people put bat houses in their yards. 

3. It can be inferred from the passage that 

A many people do not know what bats are really like 
B many people love watching bats 
C many people keep bats as pets 
D many people have bat houses in their yards 

4. Read the following sentence: "Bats eat pesky insects." 

As used in the passage, pesky means 

A helpful 
B annoying 
e hungry 
D awake 

S. The primary purpose of this passage is to describe 

A a bat scientist and what he knows about bats 
B how to keep bats as pets in your home 
C what bats do when they are awake at night 
D reasons to put a bat house in your yard 
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6. What made Joseph D'Angeli decide to become a bat scientist? 

7. Based on what the article says, are bats a threat to humans? Why or why not? 

8. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the word that best completes 
the sentence. 

Many people think bats are dangerous, bats are actually shy and loving. 

A because 
B after 
e so 
D but 

9. Answer the following questions based on the sentence below. 

Fruit bats help plants grow by dropping fruit seeds on the forest floor. 

What? fruit bats 

(do) What? _ 

How? ---------------------------------- 
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10. Read the vocabulary word and definition below and complete questions lüa, lüb, 
and 11. 

Vocabulary word: nocturnal (nec- tur · nal): active during the night. 

10a. Read the sentences below and underline the word nocturnal. 

1. Bats are probably the most well-known nocturnal animals. 

2. If we are going to study nocturnal creatures, we need to take a nap in the 
afternoon. 

3. On the camping trip, we heard some nocturnal animals as we were getting 
ready for bed. 

4. Two other kinds of nocturnal animals are raccoons and owls. 

5. I am always awake in the middle of the night, so my mother says that I am 
nocturnal. 

10b. Which of the following pictures shows a nocturnal animal? 

11. If an animal wakes up with the sun and spends the day hunting, would we say that 
animal is nocturnal? Why or why not? 
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